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Abstract 
This study investigates the access and use of academic information for educational achievement by Long Vacation Term (LVT) students in the Department of Library and Information Science at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. The research employed a quantitative approach, using a structured questionnaire to collect data from 120 LVT students across six contact levels, with a response rate of 81.7%. 1. Types of academic information accessed: - 97.96% of respondents accessed information on lectures - 67.3% accessed information on tutorials and group discussions 2. Sources of academic information: - 88.9% sourced information through class representatives - 80.6% sourced information through lectures - 54.1% sourced information through Facebook. The study concludes that access and use of academic information are critical for LVT students' educational achievement. Most students primarily access information on lectures and source it through class representatives. The lower engagement in tutorials and group discussions is attributed to the unique characteristics of LVT students, who are often older, employed, and from distant locations. Recommendations include encouraging LVT students to engage more in tutorials and group discussions, and to increase their use of social media platforms like Facebook for academic information sharing. These strategies aim to enhance their understanding of course material and overall academic performance.

INTRODUCTION

         In an academic setting, scholarly information is extremely important. It is the knowledge that is employed in colleges, universities, and schools, particularly in employment that entails analysis and reasoning as opposed to technical and practical expertise. Most academic information is obtained in academic environments. It can also be learned outside of the classroom by talking to parents and friends, using online resources, and using library books. By assigning homework for students to complete at home, teachers—also known as lecturers or instructors—in schools expose pupils to a wider range of academic content. These assignments serve as a catalyst for motivated students to work hard at solving problems since they force them to consult experts in any field of study to increase their comprehension because not everything they read may fully be comprehended.

When handled appropriately, academic knowledge considerably aids in pupils' development. In order for pupils to understand what is being taught, a teacher must create a supportive environment by being generally accommodating. This will give students confidence, which can be used as leverage to ask questions regarding potential problem areas. Students that possess a strong curiosity for learning value the instruction of a teacher who is well-versed in their field and teaches effectively.  It makes it possible to read works of literature from around the globe and to learn from and absorb the knowledge of well-known authors. Information instills confidence in kids by showing them that knowledge is not mystical and can be gained with patience and a willingness to pursue chances. It helps people realize that scholars are individuals who have devoted a significant amount of time to researching the field in which they have chosen to concentrate. A person with academic knowledge can express themselves and help others in need by spreading fresh ideas. Students who have a solid foundation in knowledge acquisition are better equipped to use their judgment when deciding which ideas to accept or reject from writers.
 It helps an individual student to focus on critical thinking to be able to solve given problems. The level of exposure of students to academic information to a great extent determines the level of their educational achievement.

Educational Achievement

Educational achievement represents performance outcomes that indicate the extent to which a person has accomplished specific goals that were the focus of activities in instructional environment specifically in school, college, and university (Douglas, 2010). It is no secret that parental involvement is an integral part of a successful educational framework. Numerous studies have identified parents’ engagement as a very important factor affecting the success of individual students. But what many schools and educational institutions overlook is the fact that high rate of students` success is generally the result of three groups collaborating to provide the best opportunities for the future. These three groups are: teachers, parents and the community. In a 2002 review by Annie T. Henderson and Karren L. Mapp- A New Wave of evidence: The impact of school, and community connection on students’ Achievement, the researcher at the end of the research concluded that there is a significant positive correlation among school, family, and community`s involvement and students` success. Often times, the responsibility for providing a firmly grounded educational experience for every student falls directly on the shoulders of schools` administrators and teachers. However, this limited perspective does not consider the fact that much of a student’s life and education occur outside the classroom. What happens before the school day starts and after it ends can be just as important and impactful in the lives of students as what happens during school hour (Grace A.O, Enose M.W, Ayodo T., 2015).Education is viewed as a critical investment, not only to the individual, but also to the society. Students are considered as inputs in the educational sector, and the output expected is student achievement. Teachers play an essential role in the quality of education offered in schools. They are indispensable elements in the teaching and learning process, and in most developing countries, constitute the main agents of transmission of knowledge (Odumbe 2015). The teacher resource is one of the most important inputs, into the education system. Therefore, efficient management and utilization of teachers is critical, to the quality of learning outcomes, in terms of student performance. It further states that, the government through the Ministry of Education has the responsibility, of providing and coordinating education, and training in the country.  Schools that have large numbers of qualified teachers have higher mean scores in national exams than the ones with less qualified teachers (Bossaert G.S. Doumen; E. Buyse; K.Verschueren, 2011). 
Educational achievement as measured by the Grade Point Average (GPA) or by standardized assessment designed for selection purposes such as scholastically assessment test (SAT) will determine whether a student will have the opportunity to continue his or her education up to university level. The strength of educational achievement determines whether or not one can further one’s education to a higher level (Annie Ward; Howard W. Stoker; Mildred Murray-Ward, 2006).

Apart from the relevance to an individual, educational achievement is of utmost importance for the wealth of a nation and their prosperity. Some of the factors that affect the educational achievement of students are:

Slothfulness: some students are so lazy and sluggish to devote proper time to their studies. They while away time doing things that will not profit them and only end up with last minute rush on eve of their examinations or tests. Such students are planning to fail and if at all they manage to pass, they end up on the average (Vomm Stumm Sophie; Hell Benedikt; Chamorro- Premuzic Tomasl, 2011).

Financial constraint: this is one of the factors inhibiting students’ performance in their studies. When there is no money to purchase textbooks and other study materials needed to reach the pinnacle of success, the end result is always an average performance. 

Lack of study materials: unavailability of study materials will certainly impede students’ progress. A large number of students fail their SSCE, GCE and other examinations, or at worse, come out with very poor results because of inadequate study materials. Serious students who possess adequate study materials will likely perform more than those who do not have such.

Broken homes: a broken home is a potential factor that leads to total failure or average performance of students in their educational pursuit. Broken homes lead to depression, thus hindering progress.


Individual differences in educational achievement have been linked to differences in intelligence and personality. Students with higher mental ability as demonstrated by IQ (intelligence quotient) tests and those who are higher in conscientiousness tend to achieve highly in academic settings (Deary I.J.; Strand S. Smith; P. Fernandes C, 2007).  A recent meta- analysis suggested that mental curiosity has an important influence on educational achievement in addition to intelligence and conscientiousness. Highly educated parents tend to have more stimulating learning environment. Further recent researches indicate that the quality of relationship with parents will influence the development of academic self – efficacy among adolescent aged children which will in turn affect their academic performance (Annie, 2006). Cognitive factors or learning factors are the extent to which a person’s individual capabilities can influence their academic performance (Chamorro, 2006). These include cognitive factors such as attention, memory and reasoning. Students who are motivated to improve upon their previous performance tend to perform better academically than their peer with lower motivation. Organized extracurricular activities have yielded a positive relationship with high academic performance including high attendance rate (Abruzzi Kristen; Lenis Christina; Romero Yansi; Maser Kevin J. Morote Elsa- Sofia, 2016).


Educational achievement allows students to enter competitive fields. It helps shape the minds of students. It also ensures critical thinking which aids students to interpret the world around them (Bossart, 2011).

 Statement of Problem

Information in academic setting is very important as it allows students to know lecture, periods and venues, examination dates, time and venues, registration dates, tutorials and class discussions which is necessary for them to get academic achievement. Long Vacation Term students are special students that are aged and mostly from far places. Many are not used to the school environment as such their success and failure in the campus depend on information in the campus. So, as important as information is to their academic achievement, there is dearth of information concerning the types of academic information they access, the extent at which they access information among others. As a result of this, the researcher intended to carry out this research. The research focused on Access and Use of Academic information for Educational Achievement by Long Vacation Term Students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

 Research Questions

The following research questions were used

1) What types of academic information do Long Vacation Term students access in the Department of Library and Information Science Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria?

2) What sources do Long Vacation Term students use in accessing academic information in the Department of Library and Information Science Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria?

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Concept of Information

The concept “information” as used in everyday English, in the sense knowledge communicated plays a central role in contemporary society. The development and widespread use of computer networks since the end of World War II, and the appearance of information science as a discipline in the 1950s, are evidence of this focus. It is usual to consider information as an essential condition for economic development together with capital, labour, and raw material; but what makes information especially significant at present is its digital nature (Shannon, 2009).  Weiss et al. (2012) describe information as the cornerstone of successful socio-economic development because it plays a key role in decision making. Human beings express diversified information needs in their day-to-day activities. In MIS, information has a precise meaning and it is different from data.  Information has a value in decision making while data does not have.  Information brings precision and creates an intelligent human response in the mind. In MIS a clear difference is made between data and information.  Data is like raw materials while the information is equal to the finished goods produced after processing the raw material.  Information has certain characteristics (Rafael, 2008).  These are:

· Improves representation of an entity

· Updates the level of knowledge

· Has a surprise value

· Reduces uncertainty

· Aids in decision making 

The quality of information could be called good or bad depending on the mix of these characteristics. Presentation of information is an art. The data may be collected in the best possible manner and processed rationally, bringing lot of value in the information; however, if it not presented properly, it may fail to communicate anything of value to the receiver. The degree of communication is affected by the methods of transmission, the manner of information handling and the limitation and constraints of a receiver as the information user (Open Learning World.com, 2012).

Philosophy of Information deals with the philosophical analysis of the notion of information both from a historical and a systematic perspective. With the emergence of empiricist theory of knowledge in early modern philosophy, the development of various mathematical theories of information in the 20th century and the rise of information technology, the concept of ‘information’ has conquered a central place in the sciences and in society. This interest also led to the emergence of a separate branch of philosophy that analyzes information in all its guises (Adriaans, 2012); Lenski 2010; Floridi, 2011). Information has become a central category in both the sciences and the humanities and the reflection on information influences a broad range of philosophical disciplines varying from logic to ethics (Floridi, 2011) and esthetics (Schmidhuber 2007) 

The term ‘information’ in colloquial speech is currently predominantly used as an abstract mass-noun used to denote any amount of data, code or text that is stored, sent, received or manipulated in any medium. The detailed history of both the term ‘information’ and the various concepts that come with it is complex and for the larger part still has to be written (Rafael, 2008). In the 20th century various proposals for formalization of concepts of information were made:

Fisher information: the amount of information that an observable random variable X carries about an unknown parameter θ upon which the probability of X depends (Fisher, 2010 cf Rafael, C. 2008). 

Shannon information: the entropy, H, of a discrete random variable X is a measure of the amount of uncertainty associated with the value of X (Shannon, 2007). 

Kolmogorov complexity: the information in a binary string x is the length of the shortest program p that produces x on a reference universal Turing machine U. 

Quantum Information: The qubit is a generalization of the classical bit and is described by a quantum state in a two-state quantum-mechanical system, which is formally equivalent to a two-dimensional vector space over the complex num. The lack of preciseness and the universal usefulness of the term ‘information’ go hand in hand. In our society, in which we explore reality by means of instruments and installations of ever increasing complexity (telescopes, cyclotrons) and communicate via more advanced media (newspapers, radio, television, the Internet), it is useful to have an abstract mass-noun for the ‘stuff’ that is created by the instruments and that ‘flows’ through these media. Historically this general meaning emerged rather late and seems to be associated with the rise of mass media and intelligence agencies (Rafael, 2008). In present colloquial speech the term information is used in various loosely defined and often even conflicting ways. Most people, for instance, would consider the following inference to be valid:

“If I get the information that p then I know that p.”

The same people would probably have no problems with the statement that “Secret services sometimes distribute false information”, or with the sentence “The information provided by the witnesses of the accident was vague and conflicting”. The first statement implies that information necessarily is true, while the other statements allow for the possibility that information is false, conflicting and vague. In everyday communication these inconsistencies do not seem to create great trouble and in general it is clear from the pragmatic context what type of information is designated. These examples suffice to argue that references to our intuitions as speakers of the English language are of little help in the development of a rigorous philosophical theory of information. There seems to be no pragmatic pressure in everyday communication to converge to a more exact definition of the notion of information (Rafael, 2008). Information is a data that has been processed into a form that is meaningful to the recipient and is of real or perceived value in the current or the prospective actions or decisions of the recipient. Data is defined as groups of non-random symbols in the form of text, images or voice representing quantities, actions and object.

Whether an entity is a data or information, it must be transferred through communication from the source to the ‘destination’ without loss of the content. The poor quality of information due to various factors would create confusion and misunderstanding, which is equivalent to a noise and a distortion in the communication model as good MIS communicates the information without noise and distortion to the user.

Access to Information

The term “access” is the ability, right, or permission to approach, enter, speak with, or uses admittance; the state of being approachable (Houghton, 2010). Access to information can be seen as the ability, right or permission to approach information. Information access is the freedom or ability to identify, obtain and make use of data or information effectively. There are various research efforts in information access which objective is to simplify and make it more effective for human users to access and further process large amounts of data and information. 

 
Understanding what motivates people to access information and what goals they are trying to achieve enables individuals to create relevant appropriate, useful and valuable information. People access information to; be educated; solve problems; communicate intelligently; impart knowledge on particular subject(s) (Rosario, R. (2013). 

Obstacles to Information Access and Use in Developing Countries
Experts have identified various obstacles to information access and use. Uhegbu (2008) identifies five: economic, social, environmental, occupational, and infrastructure. Etim (2009) lists seven, including physical infrastructure, technical, and managerial capabilities, among others, though her work focused mainly on scientific and technological information. Obstacles in the following areas are discussed: lack of awareness; inaccessibility; information explosion; bibliographic obstacles: environment; poor infrastructure; declining budgets and rising costs; costs for users; staff attitude toward users; and crime (Akobundu: 2007).

Lack of Awareness

Information seekers and users may not know about the resources available. The role of libraries has not always been made clear to information seekers, particularly in developing countries. Some libraries and librarians have concentrated on traditional resources and services, which may in themselves, be an obstacle to information access and use (Ologbonsaiye, 1994 cf Akobundu: 2007). Information access and use can only flourish in a society that appreciates the need for it and where government recognizes that information is the key to national growth and prosperity. 

Inaccessibility
A library's success depends upon the availability of information resources. It is not enough that they are available, or even bibliographically accessible; they must be physically accessible to those who need them. The growth of knowledge, especially in science and technology, has turned attention to the problem of bibliographical or intellectual access to recorded knowledge. There are generally two kinds of failure in library use: stock failure and reader's failure. The former is a library's failure to acquire or produce the material needed by the patron. The reader's failure has two aspects: bibliographical and physical. Thy bibliographical aspect involves the reader's inability to find the item sought in the library catalogue. The physical aspect is the failure to locate the materials housed in the library. Reasons for inaccessibility have been identified by Aguolu and Aguolu (2008). They are:

· Users do not know precisely what they want; if they do, they cannot articulate their needs accurately to the library staff.

· The bibliographic or intellectual access to the content of the library is inadequate owing to poor indexing system in the library catalogue or of the library collection itself.

· The circulation policy of the library is inefficient, shelving methods are inadvertent, and guides to the library arrangement are lacking.

· Unnecessary physical and administrative barriers are imposed upon the use of the library material by the library management.

Failure to locate on the shelves what has been bibliographically identified in the library catalogue is a common frustration and a challenge to library management. This can be because there is no indication on the library catalogue that an item is lost, sent to the bindery for repairs, weeded, or stolen. Items may be misshelved. Library staff may have removed materials for their private use or that of their relatives, friends, and associates. Other significant variables are discussed by Aguolu (2008). Those included restrictive circulation policies and an inefficient loan system, among others. The explosion of information is obviously a challenge to libraries. Recognizing its importance, information is increasingly sought in an increasing number of situations by an increasing number of people (Akobund, 2008). This has increased the volume of available information. The advancement of knowledge is made possible by research by scholars in all fields. Coupled with this is the fusion and fragmentation of disciplines and knowledge. As these break down into smaller segments, the scholarly literature becomes more specialized. In addition, there are thousands of other information packages, e.g., journals, magazines, and newspapers, being turned out by an ever-expanding publishing industry. The electronic media also produce vast volumes of information. The growth of knowledge is related to the growing number, size, and diversity of information transfer packages such as books, journals, technical reports, among others

As the literature continues to expand, there is a corresponding proliferation of secondary sources, such as indexes and abstracts, which are produced to help control the flood of primary literature. An information seeker now has difficulty navigating the vast ocean of information, much of which he does not need (Akobundu: 2007).

Bibliographic Obstacles

Bibliographic obstacles take various forms. In some cases, adequate bibliographic description is lacking, while in others, the bibliographic description is incomplete or incorrect. In many cases, information retrieval devices themselves are lacking. Those devices vary in sophistication and usefulness. They include indexes, abstracts, bibliographies, and catalogues. Their objective is to save the user's time and simplify searching (Banjo 1984 cf Akobundu, 2007). Lack of information retrieval devices is more serious in developing countries like Nigeria, creating a serious obstacle to information access and use. Even when they exist, they lack continuity, are outdated, and do not give a true picture of available current information (Akobundu, 2007).

Academic Information

Academic is used to describe things that relate to the work done in schools, colleges, and universities, especially work that involves studying and reasoning rather than practical or technical skills (Douglas,2010).Information can be defined as knowledge communicated or received concerning a particular fact or circumstance; news (Houghton,2010)). Therefore academic information can be perceived as knowledge communicated or received concerning a particular fact or circumstance; news that relate to the work done in schools, colleges and universities, especially work that involve studying and reasoning rather than practical or technical skills. Academic information can also be seen as formal information. An individual who receives formal information is being is said to be formally educated. 


Knowledge and skills are important in human life which can be only achieved through formal and non-formal education system. Obviously we gain knowledge and skills from such education but there are significant differences between formal and non-formal education. Every Individual receives education informally from parents, peers, religious/cultural discourse, work/job place, mass communication media and so on, whereas gets formal education in educational institutions such as schools, colleges and universities. Formal education is the hierarchically structured, chronologically graded and is running from primary school to the university including, in addition to general academic studies, a variety of specialized programs and institutions for full-time technical and professional training. Formal education contributes greatly to a child’s development because this is how the child learns the sciences and arts. In school, a person may learn basic, academic, or trade skills. 
The illiteracy, poverty, lack of physical facilities at school, lack of awareness, monitoring methodology and social discrimination are the constraints and challenges for the enrolment of children in formal education system. If we are able to reduce the poverty and illiteracy in our society the number of formal education enrolment will be increased. To increase number of children in formal education system from illiterate and impoverished families, there is necessity to raise the awareness and create the motivational activities. For this we can implement the following activities which will motivate and play the bridging role between those families, children and formal education system.

1. Literacy campaign ( Adult non formal education ): Reduce illiteracy

2. School enrolment campaigns ( at beginning of the session) : Awareness raise

3. Free formal education and special assistance for impoverished families.

4. Create opportunity for poor family such as Income Generation Activities (IGAs).

5. Capacity development of school management committee. If SMC is developed their capability could easily find out their local problem and able to settle and able to convince the illiterate parents.
These are some activities that we can implement both in the community and school that will help to motivate the illiterate and impoverished families to send their child in formal education as well as reduce the illiteracy and poverty in the community. (Hari Adhikari: 2012)
 Access to Academic Information

Access to academic information entails the ability to approach information on things that relate to the work done in schools, colleges, and universities, especially work that involves studying and reasoning rather than practical or technical skills. Academic information is accessed through various means; class representatives, colleagues, notice board, lectures, library, text messages, social media (whatsapp, facebook). Students can have access to academic information through peer informal social interaction which is an informal way by which students share their information and experiences. The information they acquired during such interaction helps them to comprehend what they were taught in their formal class better. Sloan and McPhee (2013) and Thompson (2016) stated that information is shared between two individuals or among many individuals as they participate in peer informal social interaction. Nick and Harwood (2014) ascertained that peer informal social interaction leads to contribution of new information between or among individuals. Peer informal social interaction takes place in school system between two or among many students in order to obtain information from the students who are involved in the communication or interaction (Bahrani and Shu, 2013). Peer informal social interaction takes place in school in the forms of peer tutoring among students; personal discussion between two or among many students; and among others. Such interactions could take place outside the formal class room setting. The information shared during peer informal social interaction could lead to learning of new thoughts, and terminologies to mention but a few (Aliyu, 2016). Green et al. (2015) asserted that during peer informal social interaction, weak students are carried along in the interaction. This makes them to understand the concept or topic under discussion. Peer Informal social interaction promotes active learning which leads to the understanding of the concept under discussion (Kalpana, 2014). This in turn leads to the development of the students’ cognitive domain (Steedly et al., 2011; Briggs, 2013; Carter, 2014; Bjork and Fellenius, 2015).

The school library plays a unique role in promoting, protecting, and educating about intellectual freedom. It serves as a point of voluntary access to information and ideas and as a learning laboratory for students as they acquire critical thinking and problem-solving skills needed in a pluralistic society. Although the educational level and program of the school necessarily shape the resources and services of a school library, the principles of the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights apply equally to all libraries, including school libraries. Under these principles, all students have equitable access to library facilities, resources, and instructional programs (Ugah 2007).
School librarians assume a leadership role in promoting the principles of intellectual freedom within the school by providing resources and services that create and sustain an atmosphere of free inquiry. School librarians work closely with teachers to integrate instructional activities in classroom units designed to equip students to locate, evaluate, and use a broad range of ideas effectively. Intellectual freedom is fostered by educating students in the use of critical thinking skills to empower them to pursue free inquiry responsibly and independently. Through resources, programming, and educational processes, students and teachers experience the free and robust debate characteristic of a democratic society.

School librarians cooperate with other individuals in building collections of resources that meet the needs as well as the developmental and maturity levels of students. These collections provide resources that support the mission of the school district and are consistent with its philosophy, goals, and objectives. Resources in school library collections are an integral component of the curriculum and represent diverse points of view on both current and historical issues. These resources include materials that support the intellectual growth, personal development, individual interests, and recreational needs of students (Ugah 2007).

While English is, by history and tradition, the customary language of the United States, the languages in use in any given community may vary. Schools serving communities in which other languages are used make efforts to accommodate the needs of students for whom English is a second language. To support these efforts, and to ensure equitable access to resources and services, the school library provides resources that reflect the linguistic pluralism of the community.


Members of the school community involved in the collection development process employ educational criteria to select resources unfettered by their personal, political, social, or religious views. Students and educators served by the school library have access to resources and services free of constraints resulting from personal, partisan, or doctrinal disapproval. School librarians resist efforts by individuals or groups to define what is appropriate for all students or teachers to read, view, hear, or access regardless of technology, formats or method of delivery (Dipeolu, S. (ND).

Major barriers between students and resources include but are not limited: grade-level, or reading-level restrictions on the use of resources; limiting the use of interlibrary loan and access to electronic information; charging fees for information in specific formats; requiring permission from parents or teachers; establishing restricted shelves or closed collections; and labeling. Policies, procedures, and rules related to the use of resources and services support free and open access to information. It is the responsibility of the governing board to adopt policies that guarantee students access to a broad range of ideas. These include policies on collection development and procedures for the review of resources. Such policies, developed by persons in the school community, provide for a timely and fair hearing and assure that procedures are applied equitably to all expressions of concern. It is the responsibility of school librarians to implement district policies and procedures in the school to ensure equitable access to resources and services for all students (Bereslov, T.F. (2015).
Research Design adopted

Descriptive survey research design was adopted. This method allows the researcher to get insight into the thoughts and opinions of the respondents under study (Aliyu, 2016). Cherry (2015) stated that survey research method can be used to collect information on a wide range of things including facts, personal attitude, past experience etc from the respondents.  In the same vein, according to Brewer et al. (2015) survey research method provides the researcher the opportunity to gain insight into the attitudes, thoughts and opinions of members of the population.
Population of the Study

The population of this study comprised the Long Vacation Term students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. The total number of this population is 490. Table 3.1 presented the population of this study.
 Population of the Study

	S/N
	Contacts
	Numbers of Respondents

	1
	I
	20

	2
	II
	70

	3
	III
	80

	4
	IV
	80

	5
	V
	120

	6
	VI
	120

	Total
	
	490


Estimated number of LVT students from contacts I-VI (2023) 

Sample and Sampling Techniques

Systematic random sampling techniques were employed. Two techniques, systematic and random were merged. The sampling technique is systematic because the researcher distributed equal number (20) of questionnaires to each of the contacts. This is because 20 questionnaires are enough to represent the other members in each contact. The technique is random because its members have equal chances of being selected.  Therefore, also the total of this sample of this study is 120.
Instrument for Data Collection

A questionnaire is a research instrument consisting of a series of questions (or other types of prompts) for the purpose of gathering information from respondents. There are two types of questionnaire; open and closed ended questionnaires. A properly structured and closed ended questionnaire will be the instrument to be used in collecting data. Advantages of closed ended questionnaire; it is easier and quicker for respondents to answer; the answers of different respondents are easier to compare; answers are easier to code and statistically analyse; less articulate or less literate respondents are not at a disadvantage (Habu, 2008).

Questionnaire was self-developed by the researcher for this study because it will be challenging to come across any instrument that will exactly match this research. According to Aga (2015) and Pew Research Centre (2016) if a researcher is using pre-categorised options, structured questionnaire should be used. Penwarden (2013) opined that close-ended questions are used in order to collect data that is easily quantifiable.  Also, Krug (2015) believed that closed-ended questions allow the respondents to choose questions from the alternatives that will match their opinions (Bube, A.B.2016). The instrument consist of five section; A, B, C, D, and E to represent demographic information as well as the research questions 1, 2, 3, and 4 respectively. Section A, B, C, D, E consists Demographic information, Types of academic information Accessed by Long Vacation Term Students in the Department of Library and Information Science, Sources Long Vacation Term students use in accessing academic information in the Department of Library and Information science Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Extent at which academic information is used by Long Vacation Term students in the Department of Library and information science Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Extent at which Long Vacation Term students satisfy with Academic Information in the Department on library and Information science Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria respectively.

Validity of the Instrument

The validity of the questionnaire was scrutinized by the supervisor and improvements were made on it. This is indispensable to make sure that the content of the questionnaire are in alignment with the research questions and motivation of the study. Validation of research instrument by experts in a particular field where the research is carried out is an effective way of validating such instrument (Ibrahim, 2013).

Procedure for Data Collection.
The researcher with the service of two research assistants administered and collected back the completed questionnaire from the respondents. Two days were used to distribute and collect back the instruments as all respondents could be reached within the set period. The researcher followed the respondents to their lecture hall during data collection. Most of the respondents filled the instruments given to them on the spot. Two days were used to distribute and collect back the instruments as all respondents could be reached within the set period. That was because the population of the study was small and concentrated mainly in one environment. 

Procedure for Data Analysis

Frequency and percentages were used to collected, and analyse data in relation to the research questions for this study. Data were organized, analysed and presented using the tables in line with the research questions used.

Response Rate

A total of one hundred and twenty (120) copies of questionnaire were distributed to the Long Vacation Term students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Twenty-two (98) copies of the questionnaire were duly completed, returned, examined and found useful for analysis. This represents 81.7% response rate. Table 4.1 presented the distribution of the response rate. The findings are presented on descriptive frequency distribution and suggested percentages are based on finding

The table below is the summary of the response rate of this study 

Table 4.1 Response Rate

	S/N
	Contacts
	No of Questionnaires Distributed 
	No of Questionnaire Returned 
	Percentage of questionnaire returned

	1.


	Contact I


	20
	17
	14.2

	2.


	Contact II


	20
	20
	16.7

	3.


	Contact III
	20
	15
	12.5

	4.


	Contact IV


	20
	13
	10.8

	5.


	Contact V


	20
	13
	10.8

	6.
	Contact VI
	20
	20
	16.7

	Total
	120
	98
	81.7


From Table, a high response rate of 98 (81.9%) was realized. The high response rate was achieved due to the fact that the researcher administered and collected the questionnaires with the assistance of two individuals. In addition, good relationship was established between the researcher and the respondents which led to on-the-spot completion of the questionnaire by majority of the respondents.

Analysis and Interpretation of Questionnaires
This section presented the analysis and discussion of the result. The analysis was done in the order of the research questions used, and are presented as follows.

 Types of Academic Information Access by Long Vacation Term students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

	S/N
	Types of Academic Information Access
	Contacts

	
	
	Contact I
	Contact II
	Contact III
	Contact IV
	Contact V
	Contact VI
	Total

	1.
	Information on Lectures
	17

(17.3)
	19

(19.4)
	15

(15.3)
	12

(12.2)
	13

(13.3)
	20

(20.4)
	96

(97.96)

	2.
	Information  on examination


	14

(14.3)
	15

(15.3)
	15

(15.3)
	13

(13.3)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	81

(82.7)

	3.


	Information on Test
	15

(15.3)
	14

(14.3)
	15

(15.3)
	12

(12.2)
	13

(13.3)
	12

(12.2)
	81

(82.7)

	4.
	Information on Assignment
	15

(15.3)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	11

(11.2)
	74

(75.5)

	5.


	Information on Tutorials and Group Discussion
	13

(13.3)
	11

(11.2)
	11

(11.2)
	10

(10.2)
	11

(11.2)
	10

(10.2)
	66

(67.3)

	6.


	Information on Course Registration
	13

(13.3)
	14

(14.3)
	13

(13.3)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	10

(10.2)
	74

(75.5)

	7.
	Information on Course Registration
	13

(13.3)
	13

(13.3)
	15

(15.3)
	12

(12.2)
	11

(11.2)
	9

(9.2)
	73

(0.73)


 The Table 4.2 revealed that 96(97.96) of the respondents accessed academic information on Lectures. While 66(67.3) of them accessed academic information on tutorials and group Discussion. The reason for the higher percentage of access of academic information on Lectures compared to that of access of academic information on tutorials and group Discussion was that majority of Long Vacation Term students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria admitted are workers, aged with family to take care of, and are from long distances. Since Tutorials are usually in the evenings, they do not have the opportunity to attend due to the engagements.

Sources Long Vacation Term students Use in Accessing Academic Information in the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

	S/N
	Sources LVT Students Use in Accessing Academic Information
	Contacts

	
	
	Contact I
	Contact II
	Contact III
	Contact IV
	Contact V
	Contact VI
	Total

	1
	Through class Representative
	16

(16.3)
	18

(18.4)
	15

(15.3)
	13

(13.3)
	13

(13.3)
	12

(12.2)
	87

(8.9)



	2
	Through colleagues
	11

(11.2)
	14

(14.3)
	15

(15.3)
	12

(12.2)
	13

(13.3)
	14

(14.3)
	79

(80.6)

	3
	Through notice board
	13

(13.3)
	16

(16.3)
	15

(15.3)
	12

(12.2)
	13

(13.3)
	10

(10.2)
	79

(80.6)

	4
	Through Lectures
	16

(16.3)
	19

(19.4)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	12

(12.2)
	15

(15.3)
	86

(87.8)

	5
	Through text messages
	12

(12.2)
	11

(11.2)
	11

(11.2)
	4

(4.08)


	11

(11.2)
	10

(10.2)
	59

(60.2)

	6
	Through whatssap


	10

(10.2)


	10

(10.2)


	13

(13.3)
	5

(5.10)


	12

(12.2)
	10

(10.2)


	57

(58.2)



	7
	Through face book
	10

(10.2)
	8

(8.6)
	8

(8.6)
	4

(4.08)


	11

(11.2)
	7

(7.14)
	53

(54.1)


Table 4.3 revealed that more students sourced academic information through class representatives with 87(8.9) figure. This was followed by sourcing academic information through lectures with 79(80.6%) figure. The frequency of 53(54.1%) represented the lowest number of students who sourced academic information through face book. 
Conclusion

From the analysis and summary of the findings of this study, it was concluded that the access and use of academic Information are critical in the programme of the students under study. This is because the information is important in their preparation for exams, test and so on which affect their educational achievement positively or negatively, depending on the degree/ extent at which they access and use this information. Most of the students were found to access academic information on lectures to acquire knowledge on their field of study. They mostly source academic information through class representative. Majority also used academic information on examination. 

Recommendations 

In line with the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made:

1. The Long Vacation Term students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria should be encouraged to engage in class tutorials and group discussion because through such interaction, information that can lead to the better understanding of a particular course in their field of study is acquired.

2. Long Vacation Term Students of the Department of Library and Information Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria mostly source academic information through class representative, sourcing academic information through face book should also be employed more as more bright students can share information with a colleague that can lead to the understanding of his or her discipline through this medium.
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