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Abstract
 
This phenomenological study unveiled the perspectives of teachers on kindergarten assessment practices in Banaybanay District, Division of Davao Oriental Furthermore, this study aimed to uncover their coping mechanisms and insights that can be shared to others. Qualitative phenomenological study was employed in exploring the views of the 10 kindergarten teachers of which primary instrument of data gathering was through in-depth interview. Major findings revealed three major themes on teachers' perspectives: diverse assessment approaches, integration of assessment into instruction, and collaborative assessment practices. These three themes collectively offered a panoramic view of kindergarten assessment practices from the vantage point of teachers. Likewise, the challenges faced by teachers in kindergarten assessment practices necessitate the development of coping mechanisms to navigate these complexities effectively. From adaptive pedagogical strategies and collaborative professional development to holistic support systems, teachers demonstrate resilience and innovation in navigating the intricate landscape of assessing young learners effectively. Finally, these three themes collectively offered a rich tapestry of insights from teachers on kindergarten assessment practices. From individualized learning paths and holistic development assessment to collaborative assessment practices, educators contribute valuable perspectives that shape a more nuanced and effective approach to assessing the early leaming experiences of children in kindergarten. The exploration of kindergarten assessment practices through the perspectives of teachers carries significant implications for educational research, policy, and practice. By delving into the nuanced experiences and insights of teachers, this research has the potential to inform the development of more effective and responsive assessment strategies in kindergarten settings. 
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1. Introduction
In today's educational landscape, the assessment of kindergarten students is a critical aspect of early childhood education. It involves various methods to understand and support the developmental needs of young learners. However, teachers often face challenges in implementing effective assessment practices due to diverse classroom dynamics and individual student needs. Globally, issues such as standardized testing, cultural differences in learning styles, and resource limitations impact kindergarten assessment practices. For instance, in countries with diverse populations, teachers must adapt their assessment strategies to accommodate different cultural backgrounds and learning preferences.

Nationally, in the Philippines, the implementation of standardized assessment tools often overlooks the unique developmental stages of young learners, leading to potential mismatches in assessing their abilities. Moreover, the lack of comprehensive training programs for kindergarten teachers on assessment methods exacerbates the problem. Additionally, policy inconsistencies and inadequate funding for early childhood education affect the quality and effectiveness of assessment practices.
Locally, in the Banaybanay District, Division of Davao Oriental, teachers encounter specific challenges such as limited access to updated assessment tools, insufficient professional development opportunities, and varying levels of parental involvement. These local issues highlight the need for tailored solutions to enhance the assessment practices in kindergarten classrooms. This study aims to explore the perspectives of kindergarten teachers on assessment practices, identify the challenges they face, and uncover their coping mechanisms and insights.
The rationale for this study lies in the necessity to understand and improve kindergarten assessment practices. By delving into the experiences and perspectives of teachers, this research can provide valuable insights into developing more effective and responsive assessment strategies. The importance of this study is underscored by its potential to inform educational policies and practices, ensuring that assessment methods align with the developmental needs of young learners.
Literature Revie
Existing research and theories from 2019 to the present provide a comprehensive understanding of kindergarten assessment practices. Studies have highlighted the importance of diverse assessment approaches that cater to the individual needs of students. For example, research has shown that formative assessments, when integrated into daily instruction, significantly enhance student learning outcomes. Other studies have emphasized the role of collaborative assessment practices, where teachers work together to develop and implement assessment strategies. Additionally, research has identified the challenges teachers face in kindergarten assessment, such as balancing standardized testing requirements with the need for individualized assessments.
Theoretical frameworks on early childhood education and assessment have been extensively discussed. For instance, Vygotsky's Social Development Theory emphasizes the importance of social interactions in learning, which can be applied to understanding collaborative assessment practices. Piaget's Theory of Cognitive Development highlights the need for assessments that align with the developmental stages of young children. Furthermore, Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory provides a framework for considering the multiple environmental factors that influence a child's development and learning, underscoring the need for holistic assessment approaches.
Reviews of government policies on early childhood education and assessment across different countries have highlighted the successes and challenges of various approaches. Comparative studies of assessment practices in different educational contexts have provided insights into best practices and potential pitfalls. Evaluations of professional development programs focused on assessment methods have concluded that continuous training is essential for teachers to stay updated with best practices. Explorations of the relationship between assessment practices and student outcomes have underscored the broader implications of effective assessment.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Methodology
This research employs a phenomenological qualitative design to explore the perspectives of kindergarten teachers on assessment practices. Data collection involved a purposive sample of 10 kindergarten teachers in Banaybanay District, Division of Davao Oriental. The primary method of data collection was in-depth interviews, which allowed for a detailed exploration of teachers' experiences and perspectives.
The study utilizes a phenomenological approach to understand the lived experiences of teachers in relation to kindergarten assessment practices. This approach is appropriate for exploring the deep, subjective experiences of individuals, providing rich, detailed insights into their perspectives.
Data were collected using semi-structured interview guides that included open-ended questions about teachers' assessment practices, the challenges they face, and their coping mechanisms. The interviews were recorded, transcribed, and analyzed using thematic analysis to identify key themes and patterns in the data.
Three theories underpin this research. Vygotsky's Social Development Theory posits that social interactions play a crucial role in cognitive development, providing a framework for understanding collaborative assessment practices. Piaget's Theory of Cognitive Development highlights the importance of aligning assessments with children's developmental stages. Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory emphasizes the influence of multiple environmental factors on child development, underscoring the need for holistic assessment approaches.
The study adhered to ethical principles, including informed consent, confidentiality, and the right to withdraw from the study at any time. Participants were informed about the purpose of the research and assured that their responses would remain confidential.
3. Results
The findings revealed three major themes on teachers' perspectives: diverse assessment approaches, integration of assessment into instruction, and collaborative assessment practices. Diverse assessment approaches reflect the various methods teachers use to evaluate students' learning and development, including both formal and informal assessments. The integration of assessment into instruction highlights how teachers incorporate assessment activities into their daily teaching practices, using the results to inform their instructional strategies. Collaborative assessment practices emphasize the importance of teamwork and professional collaboration in developing and implementing assessment strategies.
Teachers reported facing several challenges in implementing effective assessment practices, including balancing standardized testing requirements with the need for individualized assessments, managing diverse classroom dynamics, and addressing the varying levels of parental involvement. To cope with these challenges, teachers employ adaptive pedagogical strategies, engage in collaborative professional development, and seek holistic support systems.
The results indicate that teachers employ a variety of assessment approaches to address the diverse needs of their students. The integration of assessment into instruction allows teachers to use assessment results to inform their teaching practices, leading to more effective and responsive instruction. Collaborative assessment practices foster professional collaboration and support, enhancing the overall effectiveness of assessment strategies.

The findings highlight the importance of professional development programs that focus on assessment practices and provide teachers with the necessary skills and knowledge to implement effective assessments. Additionally, the study underscores the need for policies that support holistic and inclusive assessment practices, addressing the diverse needs of students and fostering a supportive educational environment.
4.  Conclusion
The study concludes that kindergarten teachers employ diverse assessment approaches, integrate assessment into instruction, and engage in collaborative assessment practices. These strategies collectively enhance the effectiveness of assessment practices and support the developmental needs of young learners. Future research should explore additional variables and long-term impacts of assessment practices on student outcomes. The findings emphasize the need for continuous professional development and supportive policies to enhance assessment practices in kindergarten settings.
To enhance kindergarten assessment practices, the following recommendations are proposed. The Department of Education should ensure access to professional development programs focused on assessment practices and provide support for holistic and inclusive assessment strategies. School heads should facilitate continuous training opportunities for teachers and encourage collaborative professional development. Teachers should engage in self-directed learning to improve their assessment practices and seek opportunities for professional collaboration. Future researchers should explore the long-term effects of assessment practices on student outcomes and identify best practices for integrating assessment into instruction.
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