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ABSTRACT
In an increasingly complex financial landscape, financial literacy has emerged as a vital skill, particularly for young individuals making investment decisions. This study explores the role of financial literacy in shaping the investment behavior of university students in Lebanon, a demographic poised to enter the workforce and engage with various financial products. Through a quantitative approach, data were collected from 300 university students across different disciplines using a structured questionnaire that assessed their levels of financial literacy, attitudes toward investing, and actual investment behavior. The findings reveal a significant positive correlation between financial literacy and the propensity to engage in investment activities. Students with higher financial literacy levels are more likely to invest, demonstrate a better understanding of financial products, and display confidence in their investment decisions. The study concludes with recommendations for integrating financial education into university curricula to empower students with the knowledge and skills necessary for effective financial decision-making. By fostering a culture of financial literacy, Lebanese universities can contribute to the development of informed investors who can navigate the complexities of the financial market and build a secure financial future.
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1.  INTRODUCTION
In an era characterized by complex financial products and an increasingly volatile economic landscape, financial literacy has become an essential skill for individuals seeking to make informed investment decisions[1]. For university students, who are on the cusp of entering the workforce and managing their own finances, understanding the fundamentals of financial literacy is critical for navigating the financial market successfully. Financial literacy encompasses a range of skills, including the ability to understand financial concepts, interpret financial information, and make informed decisions regarding savings and investments. As the financial landscape evolves, so too does the need for young people to be equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary to manage their finances effectively[2].

In Lebanon, the importance of financial literacy is underscored by the country’s unique economic challenges, including high inflation rates, currency fluctuations, and a tumultuous political environment. These factors complicate the financial decisions that individuals must make, particularly young adults who are beginning to engage with investment opportunities. The lack of a robust financial education system in Lebanon further exacerbates this issue, as many university students graduate without the necessary skills to navigate the complexities of personal finance and investment[3].

Research indicates that financial literacy significantly influences individuals' investment behaviors. Studies have shown that those with higher levels of financial literacy are more likely to participate in investment activities, understand risk-return dynamics, and make sound financial decisions[4]. Conversely, a lack of financial knowledge can lead to poor investment choices, financial mismanagement, and increased vulnerability to economic shocks. This highlights the importance of promoting financial literacy, particularly among university students who represent the future workforce and consumer base[5].

This study aims to explore the role of financial literacy in shaping the investment behavior of university students in Lebanon. By examining the relationship between financial literacy levels and investment decisions, the research seeks to provide insights into how educational institutions can better prepare students for managing their finances in an increasingly complex world. Specifically, this research will assess the levels of financial literacy among university students, analyze their attitudes toward investing, and evaluate their actual investment behaviors.

To deepen the understanding of financial literacy's impact on the investment behavior of university students in Lebanon, this research focuses on several guiding questions. It first seeks to evaluate the current levels of financial literacy among these students, identifying gaps in their knowledge and assessing their ability to make informed financial decisions. Additionally, the study aims to explore how variations in financial literacy influence students' investment behaviors, specifically looking at their engagement with financial markets and their readiness to take investment-related risks. Moreover, it examines the attitudes of Lebanese university students toward investing and how these perspectives are shaped by their financial literacy levels. To address these points, the study is anchored in two primary hypotheses: the first hypothesis (H1) proposes that there is a significant positive relationship between financial literacy and the tendency to invest among university students, suggesting that increased financial knowledge leads to greater investment activity. The second hypothesis (H2) suggests that students with higher levels of financial literacy are likely to have more favorable attitudes toward investing, reflecting how their understanding of financial concepts shapes their approach to investment opportunities. The overall structure of this research is designed to systematically explore these questions and hypotheses, aiming to generate valuable insights that could inform educational strategies and enhance financial literacy initiatives among young adults in Lebanon.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
Financial literacy is a critical factor in determining how individuals engage with and respond to financial opportunities, particularly in the context of investment behavior. It encompasses a broad range of competencies, including budgeting, saving, investing, and the ability to understand financial products and their associated risks. Research has increasingly shown that higher levels of financial literacy correlate with better financial decision-making, leading to more active participation in investment activities and improved long-term economic stability[4][6].

One of the foundational elements of financial literacy is its role in enhancing individuals' capacity to evaluate risk-return dynamics effectively. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for making sound investment decisions. Studies indicate that individuals with a robust grasp of financial concepts are more likely to diversify their investment portfolios, balance risks, and maximize returns. This level of engagement with financial markets not only boosts their financial security but also promotes broader economic stability by encouraging informed participation in stock markets and other financial ventures[4].

University students represent a particularly important demographic in the discussion of financial literacy because they are at a transitional stage of life, moving from financial dependency to independence[7]. Despite this critical juncture, numerous studies have found that financial knowledge among young adults is generally inadequate. Chen and Volpe conducted a comprehensive survey of college students and discovered that many lack basic financial knowledge, particularly in areas such as savings, investments, and debt management. This gap in understanding can lead to poor financial decisions that may have long-term consequences, including high levels of debt and missed investment opportunities[8].

Moreover, the importance of financial literacy extends beyond individual benefits to include broader societal implications. Financially literate individuals are more likely to plan for retirement, avoid costly financial mistakes, and exhibit less vulnerability to financial fraud. This is crucial in developing economies where individuals often face a lack of social safety nets and must rely more on personal savings and investments for their future security. The disparity in financial literacy rates among different socio-economic groups further highlights the need for targeted educational initiatives that address these gaps and promote inclusive financial well-being[9].

Educational institutions play a significant role in promoting financial literacy among young adults. Integrating financial education into university curricula has been shown to significantly improve students' understanding of financial concepts, their attitudes toward investing, and their confidence in making financial decisions. Empirical evidence supports that students who receive formal financial education are more likely to engage in investment activities and make informed financial choices compared to their peers who lack such training[10][11].

In addition to the formal education system, extracurricular activities such as investment clubs and simulation games also serve as effective tools in enhancing financial literacy among students. These interactive learning experiences provide practical knowledge and allow students to experiment with investment strategies in a risk-free environment, reinforcing their understanding of financial principles and improving their decision-making skills. Such initiatives are instrumental in bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and real-world financial applications, thereby empowering young adults to take control of their financial futures[12].

The literature consistently highlights the gap between financial literacy and actual investment behavior. While financial knowledge equips individuals with the tools needed to understand the complexities of investment products, the translation of this knowledge into action is often influenced by attitudes, self-efficacy, and confidence levels. Individuals with higher financial literacy are more likely to trust their judgment, take calculated risks, and engage in investment activities that align with their financial goals. Conversely, a lack of financial literacy can lead to risk aversion, underutilization of available investment opportunities, and reliance on low-yield savings options[13].

The cumulative findings from various studies underscore the crucial role that financial literacy plays in shaping not only individual financial behavior but also the broader economic landscape. As countries like Lebanon aim to develop a more financially inclusive society, enhancing financial literacy among university students becomes a key strategy in fostering a new generation of informed and active investors. This focus on young adults is essential because they represent the future workforce and consumer base, whose financial decisions will significantly influence the country's economic trajectory[14].

3. METHODOLOGY
The methodology for this study was designed to rigorously investigate the relationship between financial literacy and investment behavior among university students in Lebanon. To achieve a comprehensive understanding, a quantitative research approach was adopted, utilizing structured data collection techniques to capture measurable insights into the financial behaviors of the target population. This approach is widely recognized in social sciences research for its ability to produce statistically reliable results that can be generalized to a larger population[15]. The decision to employ a quantitative methodology was motivated by the need to quantify the levels of financial literacy and analyze its direct impact on students' investment decisions in a systematic manner.

A carefully crafted questionnaire was developed to serve as the primary data collection tool. The questionnaire was structured to include a range of questions that assess both the financial literacy levels and the investment behaviors of the respondents. Items were designed to measure key components of financial literacy, including budgeting, savings, investment knowledge, and risk assessment, using a five-point Likert scale. This method of scaling was chosen for its effectiveness in capturing the intensity of respondents' attitudes and perceptions in a manner that is easy to analyze quantitatively[16]. The questionnaire design was also informed by existing frameworks in financial literacy research, ensuring that it aligns with established standards in the field[4].

Data were collected from a sample of 300 university students enrolled in various disciplines across Lebanon. A stratified random sampling technique was employed to ensure that the sample accurately reflected the diverse student population, taking into account factors such as academic background, gender, and socioeconomic status. This sampling strategy was particularly useful in enhancing the representativeness of the data and in minimizing selection bias, thereby increasing the reliability of the study's findings[17]. By targeting students from multiple universities and fields of study, the research aimed to capture a wide range of experiences and perspectives on financial literacy and investment behavior.

The data collection process was conducted over a period of six months, combining both online surveys and face-to-face interviews. Online platforms were utilized to reach a larger segment of the student population, while in-person interactions helped to engage those who were less responsive to digital communications. This mixed-method approach not only improved response rates but also ensured the inclusion of participants who might have been excluded in a purely digital survey distribution. Utilizing multiple channels for data collection has been proven to enhance data quality by reducing non-response bias and capturing a more accurate representation of the target population[18].

Upon the completion of data collection, the responses were systematically coded and analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). Descriptive statistics were initially employed to provide a summary of the demographic characteristics of the respondents and to offer a clear picture of their financial literacy levels. This was followed by more advanced statistical analyses, including correlation and regression models, to examine the strength and direction of the relationships between financial literacy and investment behavior. The use of SPSS allowed for precise data manipulation and rigorous statistical testing, facilitating a deeper understanding of the underlying patterns in the data[19].

Ethical considerations were a central aspect of the research design. All participants were informed about the purpose of the study, the voluntary nature of their participation, and their right to withdraw at any time without any consequences. Informed consent was obtained from each participant before the administration of the survey, and measures were taken to ensure that all responses were kept confidential and anonymized. The study adhered to ethical guidelines set forth by the American Psychological Association (APA) to ensure that the rights and well-being of the participants were protected throughout the research process[20].

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This section presents the findings of the research and explores their implications, focusing on the relationship between financial literacy and investment behavior among university students in Lebanon. The analysis reveals significant insights into how varying levels of financial literacy influence students' investment decisions, attitudes, and behaviors, underscoring the urgent need for effective financial education programs.

The study collected data from 300 university students across diverse disciplines, revealing a wide range of demographic characteristics. Notably, 60% of respondents reported having completed at least one course related to personal finance or investment, suggesting some prior exposure to essential financial concepts. Despite this exposure, the average financial literacy score was 68%, indicating that a substantial proportion of students still lack critical financial knowledge. This gap is particularly concerning as it suggests that while students recognize the importance of financial literacy, many remain unprepared to engage confidently in investment activities.

The analysis of investment behavior yielded a striking finding: only 35% of respondents reported having made actual investments in financial products such as stocks or mutual funds. This discrepancy highlights a critical barrier; although students express a desire to invest, a lack of confidence or knowledge often prevents them from taking action. The correlation analysis further underscores this issue, revealing a strong positive relationship between financial literacy and investment behavior, with a correlation coefficient of 0.75 (p < 0.01). This finding aligns with existing literature that indicates financially literate individuals are more likely to participate in investment activities[4].

Moreover, the analysis showed that students with higher financial literacy scores demonstrated a more positive attitude toward investing. Those who felt confident in their financial knowledge reported greater enthusiasm for investing and a stronger belief in its importance for future financial security. This relationship emphasizes that financial literacy is not just a set of skills but a confidence-building tool that empowers students to make proactive financial decisions.

The multiple regression analysis provided further insights into the dynamics of financial literacy and investment behavior. The results indicated that financial literacy significantly predicts investment behavior (β = 0.62, p < 0.01), while positive investment attitudes also played a crucial role (β = 0.40, p < 0.01). This suggests that while financial literacy serves as a foundational element enabling students to engage with investment opportunities, fostering a positive attitude toward investing is equally important. Together, these factors can create a proactive approach to personal finance, allowing students to navigate the complexities of the financial market with confidence.

Interestingly, the regression analysis also revealed that students majoring in business-related fields exhibited higher levels of financial literacy and greater investment activity than their peers in other disciplines. This finding underscores the significance of academic curriculum in promoting financial literacy and investment awareness among students. It highlights the potential benefits of tailoring financial education initiatives to different academic programs, ensuring that all students, regardless of their field of study, receive the necessary financial training to make informed decisions.

The implications of these findings for financial education in Lebanese universities are profound. As the study demonstrates, enhancing financial literacy among university students is critical for fostering informed investment behavior. Educational institutions should prioritize integrating comprehensive financial literacy programs into their curricula. Courses focusing on personal finance, investment strategies, and risk management can empower students with the knowledge and skills needed to make sound financial decisions.

Moreover, practical workshops that simulate real-world investment scenarios could significantly enhance students' understanding and encourage them to engage in investment activities. By creating a supportive environment that fosters financial literacy, universities can equip students to make informed decisions that positively impact their financial futures.

Additionally, fostering a culture that encourages open discussions about investments among peers can significantly influence attitudes and behaviors. Establishing investment clubs or groups within universities can provide students with opportunities to share experiences, insights, and strategies, thereby demystifying the investment process and building confidence.

As Lebanese universities navigate the complexities of preparing students for the future, the evidence presented in this study strongly advocates for the urgent need to address financial literacy gaps among university students[21]. By empowering the next generation of investors with the tools and knowledge necessary for financial success, educational institutions can contribute to the development of a financially informed society.

5. CONCLUSION
This research has highlighted the critical importance of financial literacy in shaping the investment behavior of university students in Lebanon. The findings of this study strongly support the hypothesis that higher levels of financial literacy are associated with increased engagement in investment activities and more positive attitudes toward investing. As young adults prepare to enter the workforce and manage their finances, equipping them with financial knowledge and skills is essential for promoting sound financial decision-making and long-term financial security.

The study revealed that while many students express a desire to invest, a significant proportion lack the confidence and knowledge to do so effectively. With an average financial literacy score of 68%, it is evident that substantial gaps exist in students' understanding of essential financial concepts. This situation underscores the urgent need for educational institutions in Lebanon to prioritize the integration of comprehensive financial literacy programs into their curricula. By fostering an environment that emphasizes financial education, universities can empower students to navigate the complexities of the financial landscape confidently.

Furthermore, the positive correlation between financial literacy and investment behavior indicates that promoting financial education not only enhances students' understanding of investment options but also instills a sense of confidence that encourages them to take action. The results suggest that universities should adopt a multifaceted approach to financial education, incorporating practical workshops, investment simulations, and opportunities for peer learning to engage students actively.

While this study contributes valuable insights into the relationship between financial literacy and investment behavior, it is essential to acknowledge its limitations. The reliance on self-reported data may introduce biases, and the cross-sectional design limits the ability to establish causal relationships definitively. Future research should consider longitudinal studies to track changes in financial literacy and investment behavior over time and examine the long-term impact of financial education initiatives.

Moreover, given the socio-economic diversity among university students in Lebanon, future studies could explore how financial literacy varies across different demographic groups and its implications for tailored educational interventions. Understanding the unique challenges faced by various groups will enable the development of more effective financial education strategies that resonate with all students.

In conclusion, this research reinforces the idea that financial literacy is not merely an academic subject but a vital skill set that can empower young individuals to make informed investment decisions. By prioritizing financial education, Lebanese universities can cultivate a generation of financially literate students who are prepared to engage confidently in the financial markets. This investment in education not only benefits individual students but also contributes to the broader economic stability and growth of Lebanon, fostering a more financially informed society that is better equipped to navigate the complexities of the modern financial landscape.
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