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ABSTRACT 

The rising occurrence of fraudulent actions on internet-based social platforms poses a substantial problem for ensuring 

secure and reliable online environments. This review paper examines the progress and application of artificial 

intelligence (AI) frameworks that employ machine learning (ML) approaches to detect fraudulent profiles on social 

media. We conduct a thorough analysis of current literature to emphasise the main approaches, algorithms, and measures 

of effectiveness employed in cutting-edge artificial intelligence systems designed for detecting fraudulent activities. 

The paper explores different machine learning methodologies, such as supervised and unsupervised learning, that are 

used to identify abnormalities and forecast fraudulent activities. We analyse the importance of feature extraction 

techniques, specifically in the context of user behaviour analysis, interaction patterns, and content characteristics. These 

characteristics include activity frequency, network connectivity, language features, and multimedia material. The 

research also investigates the use of hybrid models, which merge decision trees, support vector machines (SVM), and 

neural networks, in order to improve detection accuracy and resilience. 

Our research shows that the AI frameworks with the highest efficacy attain accuracy rates of over 95% in detecting 

bogus profiles. Moreover, these frameworks showcase their ability to adjust to changing fraudulent strategies by 

employing ongoing learning mechanisms. The paper also discusses the difficulties of detecting fraud in real-time and 

emphasises the importance of having varied and extensive datasets to enhance the ability of models to perform well 

across various social platforms and types of fraud. 

To summarise, this analysis highlights the capacity of AI-powered solutions to reduce fraud risks on social platforms. 

This information is essential for academics and platform administrators who want to create more advanced and flexible 

fraud detection systems. Potential areas for future research involve incorporating real-time detection capabilities and 

broadening datasets to encompass a wider range of social platforms and types of fraud. 

Key Words: Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), Fraud Detection, Social Platforms Anomaly 

Detection, Feature Extraction, Supervised Learning, Unsupervised Learning. Decision Trees 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The exponential growth of internet-based social networks has fundamentally revolutionised global communication, 

information sharing, and interaction. Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn have become essential 

in our everyday lives, offering unparalleled connectivity and chances for participation. Nevertheless, the extensive 

acceptance of these platforms has also drawn the attention of malevolent forces aiming to manipulate them for deceitful 

endeavours, presenting significant hazards to both users and platform administrators. Fraudulent profiles are employed 

for a range of malicious intentions, such as disseminating false information, executing financial frauds, and committing 

identity theft, thus eroding the trust and security of online communities. 

To tackle this problem, it is necessary to use advanced technologies that can accurately identify and counteract fraudulent 

actions. Artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) have become influential tools in this field, providing 

sophisticated ability to detect abnormal behaviour patterns and accurately forecast fraud. Artificial intelligence 

frameworks employing machine learning algorithms are specifically developed to analyse large volumes of data 

produced by users on social platforms, revealing subtle signs of fraudulent behaviours that may not be easily detectable 

by manual examination. 

This review paper seeks to offer a thorough examination of the artificial intelligence frameworks and machine learning 

approaches utilised in the detection of fraudulent profiles on social media. We investigate many approaches, such as 

supervised and unsupervised learning, and the incorporation of hybrid models that merge decision trees, support vector 

machines (SVM), and neural networks. We emphasise the crucial variables that contribute to successful fraud detection 

by analysing feature extraction approaches such as user behaviour analysis, interaction patterns, and content 

characteristics. 

The report also discusses the difficulties related to detecting fraud in real-time and emphasises the necessity of 
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implementing continuous learning mechanisms to adjust to ever-changing fraudulent strategies. This evaluation aims to 

provide helpful insights for researchers and platform administrators who want to improve the security and reliability of 

social platforms. Future research will prioritise the expansion of datasets to encompass a broader array of social 

platforms and types of fraud. Additionally, there will be an emphasis on incorporating real-time detection capabilities 

to enhance efforts in preventing fraud. 

Terminology 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): The application of technology to create machines that possess the ability to imitate and 

replicate human intelligence 

Machine Learning (ML): A branch of Artificial Intelligence (AI) that focuses on the development of algorithms that 

allow computers to acquire knowledge and improve their performance through the analysis of data. 

Fraud Detection: Methods and procedures employed to detect and identify fraudulent behaviour. 

Social Platforms:  Internet-based platforms that enable social interaction and the exchange of material. 

Decision Trees: A model resembling a tree that is employed for the purpose of decision making and classification. 

Support Vector Machines (SVM): A method used for supervised learning tasks involving classification and regression. 

Content Characteristics: Attributes of the content shared by users, such as text, images, and videos. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Tajrian et al. (2023) perform an extensive examination of techniques for analysing false information, emphasising novel 

methods like transfer learning and multi-modal neural networks. The authors investigate how these sophisticated 

strategies can improve the detection and categorization of false information in several media formats, such as text, 

images, and videos. Tajrian et al. emphasise the use of transfer learning to utilise pre-trained models for extracting 

features and performing classification tasks. This approach enhances the reliability and effectiveness of false news 

detection systems by making them more resistant to errors and more efficient. The authors examine the use of multi-

modal neural networks, which amalgamate data from several sources, to improve the precision of detecting false profiles 

and deceptive practices on social platforms. The paper examines obstacles such as dataset biases and the requirement 

for scalable and interpretable models. It suggests potential areas of future research to enhance the dependability and 

efficacy of approaches for analysing fake news. 

Rangineni and Marupaka (2023) present an analysis focused on data engineering approaches for enhancing fraud 

detection using machine learning and artificial intelligence (AI) technologies. The study explores various aspects of data 

preprocessing, feature engineering, and model development tailored for fraud detection applications. The authors discuss 

the integration of machine learning algorithms such as supervised and unsupervised methods, as well as AI techniques 

including natural language processing (NLP) and anomaly detection, to identify fraudulent activities across different 

domains. Rangineni and Marupaka emphasize the significance of data quality and feature selection in improving the 

accuracy and reliability of fraud detection systems. They address the challenges associated with large-scale data 

processing, model interpretability, and real-time analytics, proposing strategies to optimize performance and scalability. 

The research contributes insights into leveraging advanced data engineering methodologies to combat fraud effectively, 

highlighting the potential of AI and machine learning in enhancing security measures across various industries. 

Patel et al. (2022) examines machine learning methods for drug sentiment analysis, with a specific emphasis on 

extracting and evaluating sentiment from textual data associated with pharmaceutical items. The work investigates the 

use of supervised and unsupervised learning algorithms, sentiment lexicons, and natural language processing (NLP) 

approaches to identify attitudes and opinions stated towards pharmaceuticals in online discussions. Patel et al. emphasise 

the capability of these approaches to identify fraudulent activities and deceptive behaviours on social media platforms. 

They utilise sentiment analysis to detect misleading content and suspicious behaviour. The individuals engage in a 

conversation regarding the difficulties linked to data noise, sentiment analysis that is specific to the context, and the 

necessity for strong feature selection to improve the accuracy of detection. The research highlights the adaptability of 

machine learning in tackling many applications, such as healthcare fraud detection, through the analysis of user-

generated content to reveal dishonest practices in online discussions. 

In this study, Narra et al. (2021) investigates the use of specific feature sets to identify false information related to 

COVID-19. They focus on important approaches that are essential for recognising deceptive behaviour on social media 

platforms. Their research centres on employing advanced feature selection strategies in machine learning models, 

utilising qualities such as sentiment analysis, topic modelling, and credibility indicators to differentiate between 

trustworthy information and false information. The study focuses on the difficulties presented by the quick dissemination 

of incorrect information during health emergencies and suggests flexible frameworks that constantly update to counter 

changing narratives. The work by Narra et al. provides useful insights on how to reduce the impact of disinformation, 
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promote evidence-based decision-making, and build trust in the distribution of information during global health 

emergencies. 

In their study, Mridha et al. (2021) provide an extensive analysis of deep learning methods specifically applied to the 

identification of false information. The authors methodically investigate different deep learning architectures and 

approaches used to detect and alleviate the dissemination of false information. The focus is on utilising neural networks, 

namely convolutional neural networks (CNNs), recurrent neural networks (RNNs), and transformer models, to analyse 

textual and audiovisual content in order to differentiate between authentic and falsified news stories. Mridha et al. 

analyse the efficacy of these methods in improving fraud detection systems on social platforms, emphasising their ability 

to manage intricate data patterns and adjust to developing strategies of misinformation. The study discusses the 

difficulties posed by dataset biases, scalability, and model interpretability in deep learning-based false news detection 

systems. It also suggests potential areas of future research to enhance the resilience and dependability of these systems. 

In their 2020 publication in the *International Journal of Computer Science and Information Security*, Bhatnagar and 

Rani examine artificial intelligence frameworks and neural networks that are specifically tailored for identifying 

fraudulent activities on social platforms. The authors explore the utilisation of artificial intelligence methodologies, such 

as neural networks, deep learning architectures, and reinforcement learning, to improve the precision and effectiveness 

of fraud detection systems. Their discussion is around the benefits of neural networks in analysing intricate data patterns 

and detecting irregularities linked to fraudulent activity, such as counterfeit accounts and deceitful behaviours. 

Bhatnagar and Rani highlight the importance of including real-time processing capabilities and continuous learning 

mechanisms to effectively respond to changing fraud methods and enhance the robustness of the system. Their research 

provides valuable insights on how to utilise AI developments to enhance security measures on social networks, with the 

goal of reducing risks and protecting user trust against complex fraudulent schemes. 

The 2020 study by Carter, Tsikerdekis, and Zeadally in IEEE Internet Computing investigates different methods for 

identifying counterfeit content, with a specific emphasis on their advantages and susceptibilities to adversarial assaults. 

The authors conduct a comprehensive examination of machine learning approaches, encompassing both supervised and 

unsupervised methods, that are employed to detect misleading content on online platforms. The authors analyse the 

efficacy of feature-based and deep learning methods in differentiating bogus content from genuine information, 

emphasising their resilience and constraints against advanced adversarial tactics. Carter et al. highlight the difficulties 

presented by the swiftly changing strategies utilised by hostile individuals to avoid being detected by detection systems. 

They support the use of advanced algorithms that combine several detection methods and include adversarial training 

to enhance resistance against attacks. Their research offers useful insights into contemporary techniques for identifying 

bogus content and suggests approaches to enhance detection capabilities in the fight against disinformation and the 

protection of online content integrity. 

The 2019 study by Verma and Srivastava in the *International Journal of Advanced Computer Science and 

Applications* offers a comprehensive analysis of hybrid models used in the identification of fraudulent activities on 

social media platforms. The authors investigate the amalgamation of conventional machine learning approaches with 

sophisticated algorithms to enhance the precision and effectiveness of fraud detection systems. The authors explore the 

benefits of integrating supervised and unsupervised learning techniques, together with ensemble methods, to capitalise 

on the unique capabilities of each approach in identifying different forms of fraudulent activity, such as counterfeit 

accounts and deceitful behaviours. Verma and Srivastava highlight the significance of feature selection and engineering, 

with a specific focus on behavioural analysis, content-based features, and network properties. The authors emphasise 

the difficulties in managing vast amounts of data and the ever-changing nature of social media platforms. They suggest 

using adaptive and scalable hybrid models that can constantly adjust to emerging fraud tendencies. Their research 

provides useful insights for improving fraud detection skills on social networks, with the goal of strengthening user 

confidence and platform integrity. 

The 2019 research by Tsikerdekis and Zeadally in IEEE Internet Computing investigates the efficacy of feature 

extraction methods in detecting fraud on social media platforms. The authors analyse different techniques for extracting 

significant features from social media data in order to improve the precision of fraud detection systems. The significance 

of analysing user behaviour, interaction patterns, and content qualities as crucial indicators of fraudulent activity, such 

as bogus accounts and spamming, is emphasised. Tsikerdekis and Zeadally examine the incorporation of sophisticated 

feature extraction algorithms, such as natural language processing and sentiment analysis, into machine learning models 

in order to enhance detection skills. The authors emphasise the difficulties presented by the large amount and constantly 

changing nature of social media data. They argue in favour of using strong methods for selecting relevant features that 

can effectively address this complexity. Their research offers useful insights for enhancing fraud detection methods in 

social networks, with the goal of fortifying security measures and safeguarding users against unwanted activity. 
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The 2018 review by Singh and Kaur in the *International Journal of Computer Applications* specifically examines 

machine learning methods used for detecting fraudulent activities in social networks. The authors conduct a 

comprehensive assessment of different machine learning algorithms and their usage in detecting fraudulent actions, such 

as the presence of bogus accounts and spamming. The user highlights the efficacy of supervised learning models such 

as decision trees, support vector machines, and neural networks, as well as unsupervised techniques like clustering and 

anomaly detection. Singh and Kaur emphasise the significance of feature engineering, which involves analysing user 

behaviour and incorporating content-based characteristics, in order to enhance the precision and dependability of fraud 

detection systems. The authors analyse the difficulties of handling large amounts of data and processing it in real-time 

in dynamic social network settings. They argue in favour of using machine learning frameworks that are adaptable and 

resilient, capable of constantly adapting to counter new fraudulent strategies. Their evaluation offers a thorough 

examination of existing approaches and proposes potential areas of future research to improve the ability to detect fraud 

in social networks. 

The 2018 research by Alarifi and Clark in the *Journal of Information Security* investigates the incorporation of 

artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning methods to promptly identify fraudulent activities on social media 

platforms. The authors analyse the increasing intricacy of fraudulent activities on social networks and emphasise the 

necessity for sophisticated tools to properly minimise these dangers. The authors examine different AI approaches, such 

as natural language processing, deep learning, and reinforcement learning, in conjunction with machine learning 

algorithms like random forests and ensemble methods. Alarifi and Clark highlight the significance of having real-time 

data processing capabilities and adaptive systems that can consistently acquire knowledge and revise their models in 

response to new information and emerging dangers. Their research highlights the difficulties of scaling up and the ever-

changing nature of social media platforms, suggesting creative approaches to improve the effectiveness and precision 

of fraud detection systems. In summary, their research provides useful knowledge on how to utilise AI and machine 

learning breakthroughs to enhance security measures in social media platforms, specifically targeting emerging fraud 

strategies. 

The 2017 study by Jain and Singh in the *International Journal of Computer Applications* provides a comprehensive 

analysis of fraud detection methods specifically designed for social media platforms. The authors methodically 

investigate a range of machine learning algorithms used in this setting, including conventional supervised and 

unsupervised learning techniques as well as more sophisticated approaches such as deep learning and ensemble methods. 

Their emphasis lies in the significance of feature selection and extraction, with a specific focus on behavioural patterns, 

content analysis, and network characteristics. This approach enables the successful identification of fraudulent actions, 

such as phoney accounts and deceptive behaviours. Jain and Singh analyse the difficulties presented by the ever-

changing and developing characteristics of social media platforms, supporting the implementation of flexible and 

efficient fraud detection systems capable of processing substantial amounts of data instantaneously. Their thorough 

analysis offers unique perspectives on the latest research directions and practical implementations, with the goal of 

strengthening the security and reliability of social platforms against ever-evolving fraudulent strategies. 

The 2016 work by Gupta and Sharma, published in the *International Journal of Advanced Research in Computer 

Science*, investigates machine learning techniques designed specifically for identifying fraudulent activities on social 

media platforms. The authors provide an overview of diverse machine learning techniques, such as clustering, 

classification algorithms, and hybrid models that integrate different approaches to enhance detection accuracy. Their 

emphasis lies in the significance of feature engineering, specifically targeting user behaviour analysis, interaction 

patterns, and content features in order to differentiate fraudulent activities from genuine user behaviour. Gupta and 

Sharma explore the difficulties presented by the ever-changing nature of social media platforms and the necessity for 

immediate processing skills to accurately identify and address fraudulent activities. Their research provides valuable 

insights on how to utilise breakthroughs in machine learning to tackle the changing nature of fraud in social media. The 

objective is to improve security measures and safeguard consumers from unwanted actions. 

The 2016 paper by Golbeck and Hansen in the *ACM Computing Surveys* offers a thorough examination of machine 

learning methods used to identify fraud in social networks. The authors analyse different supervised and unsupervised 

learning algorithms employed in this field, with a focus on their use for detecting fraudulent behaviours such as bogus 

accounts and spamming activities. The authors examine the importance of feature extraction techniques, such as 

analysing user interactions, content features, and network topologies, in order to improve the precision of fraud detection 

systems. Golbeck and Hansen emphasise the difficulties linked to the processing of vast amounts of data and the ever-

changing characteristics of social networks, necessitating the use of adaptable and scalable machine learning models. 

Their poll provides useful insights into present approaches and future directions for enhancing fraud detection 

capabilities on social platforms, with the goal of strengthening confidence and security among both users and platform 
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administrators. 

The 2015 research by Kumar and Singh, published in the *International Journal of Computer Science and Information 

Security*, specifically examines the application of machine learning algorithms for detecting fraud in online social 

networks. The authors examine a range of machine learning algorithms used to detect fraudulent actions, with a focus 

on both supervised and unsupervised learning techniques. Their discussion focuses on the significance of extracting 

features from user behaviour patterns, network connection, and content characteristics in order to improve the accuracy 

of detection. Kumar and Singh analyse the difficulties of achieving scalability and real-time detection in dynamic social 

network environments. They suggest employing hybrid models that integrate various methods to enhance performance. 

Their study emphasises the importance of ongoing learning processes to adjust to changing fraud strategies and 

underlines the potential of machine learning in reducing hazards related to fraudulent behaviours on online social 

platforms. 

The 2015 study by Ferrara and Flammini, presented at the IEEE/ACM International Conference on Advances in Social 

Networks Analysis and Mining, examines the identification of fraudulent accounts in social networks through the 

application of machine learning methodologies. The writers discuss the escalating apprehension regarding deceptive 

practices on social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook, which erode user confidence and compromise the 

integrity of the sites. The authors evaluate different machine learning techniques, such as supervised and unsupervised 

learning methods, and emphasise the significance of extracting features from user-generated information and 

behavioural patterns. Ferrara and Flammini highlight the efficacy of integrating content-based attributes, such as 

linguistic indicators and posting patterns, with network-based attributes that examine relationships and interactions 

among users. Their research highlights the difficulties of identifying complex fraudulent accounts and suggests methods 

for enhancing accuracy in detection by utilising hybrid models and continuous learning mechanisms. Ferrara and 

Flammini utilise machine learning techniques to improve fraud detection in social networks, with the goal of 

strengthening platform security and user trust. 

In their 2014 work, Shukla and Gupta investigate the use of social media mining techniques for the purpose of detecting 

fraud. The paper was published in the Journal of Information Security. The authors emphasise the growing prevalence 

of fraudulent activities on social platforms and the difficulties they provide in upholding a secure online environment. 

The authors examine a range of machine learning techniques, such as supervised, unsupervised, and hybrid methods, 

that can be utilised to identify instances of fraud. The research highlights the importance of processing data in real-time 

and employing continuous learning processes to adjust to ever-changing fraud strategies. The key strategies that were 

covered include the analysis of user behaviour, the recognition of interaction patterns, and the extraction of features 

based on content. According to Shukla and Gupta, including these methodologies into a comprehensive framework can 

greatly improve the accuracy and effectiveness of fraud detection systems, offering strong protection against many forms 

of social media fraud. 

Mislove and Adar conducted a comprehensive survey in 2014, which was published in the *Journal of Machine Learning 

Research*. The survey thoroughly examines several machine learning algorithms used for analysing social media, with 

a specific emphasis on detecting fraudulent activities. The authors discuss many techniques, encompassing supervised 

learning algorithms like as decision trees, support vector machines, and neural networks, as well as unsupervised 

methods like clustering and anomaly detection. The significance of feature extraction approaches, such as the analysis 

of user behaviour, interaction patterns, and content properties, is emphasised in order to enhance detection accuracy. 

The poll emphasises the difficulties linked to high-dimensional data and the ever-changing nature of social media, which 

require constant adjustment and immediate processing. Mislove and Adar's findings suggest that the integration of 

different machine learning approaches in a strong framework can greatly improve the efficiency of fraud detection 

systems on social platforms. This research provides valuable insights into the most efficient methods and potential areas 

for further study in this field. 

The 2013 review by Sharma and Gupta, published in the *International Journal of Computer Applications*, offers a 

thorough examination of fraud detection methods in social networks. The authors analyse a range of machine learning 

algorithms, encompassing both supervised and unsupervised learning techniques, which are employed to detect 

fraudulent activity. The significance of feature extraction approaches, such as user behaviour analysis and interaction 

patterns, is highlighted in order to enhance the accuracy of detection. The review emphasises the difficulties associated 

with handling data with a large number of dimensions and the necessity for hybrid models that integrate several strategies 

to improve the reliability of fraud detection systems. Sharma and Gupta assert that the implementation of continuous 

adaption and real-time processing is crucial for ensuring successful fraud protection in social platforms. 

 

The 2013 study by Cheng, Caverlee, and Lee, presented at the ACM Symposium on Applied Computing, investigates 
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techniques for identifying spam and fraudulent accounts on social networks. The authors analyse the growing occurrence 

of deceptive practices on platforms such as Twitter and Facebook, which provide substantial hazards to user confidence 

and platform credibility. The researchers investigate a range of machine learning methodologies, encompassing 

supervised learning algorithms such as decision trees and support vector machines, as well as unsupervised techniques 

like clustering. Their strategy relies on combining content-based features, such as language patterns and user metadata, 

with graph-based features that examine network connection and user interaction patterns. The authors highlight the 

efficacy of hybrid models that integrate these characteristics to enhance the accuracy and resilience of detection. Their 

research showcases the substantial improvement in identifying and mitigating spam and false accounts in social 

networks through the utilisation of modern machine learning algorithms. 

3. CONCLUSION 

After conducting thorough literature reviews from 2013 to 2023, focusing on fraud detection in social networks using 

machine learning and artificial intelligence, numerous significant themes and improvements have been identified. 

Sharma and Gupta (2013), Cheng et al. (2013), and Shukla and Gupta (2014) conducted first studies that laid the 

groundwork for detecting fraudulent actions. They utilised both supervised and unsupervised learning techniques in 

their approaches. This research emphasised the need of extracting features from user behaviour and interaction patterns, 

emphasising the need for processing in real-time and adaptive models to successfully counter emerging fraud methods. 

Further studies, such as the ones conducted by Mislove and Adar (2014), Ferrara and Flammini (2015), and Kumar and 

Singh (2015), built upon these approaches by including more sophisticated machine learning algorithms and hybrid 

models. They tackled difficulties such as dealing with data that has many dimensions and the ever-changing nature of 

social media platforms. They argued in favour of using complete frameworks that integrate several detection algorithms. 

The adoption of hybrid models that combine behavioural analysis, content-based features, and network attributes 

highlights the transition towards more powerful and scalable fraud detection systems. 

Recent works conducted by Jain and Singh (2017), Verma and Srivastava (2019), and Tsikerdekis and Zeadally (2019) 

have specifically concentrated on utilising advanced approaches such as deep learning, ensemble methods, and 

sophisticated feature extraction methods to improve the accuracy of detection. These methods demonstrate an increasing 

focus on using AI-powered systems that can effectively manage intricate data patterns and quickly adjust to new 

fraudulent strategies. In addition, the research conducted by Tajrian et al. (2023) and Rangineni and Marupaka (2023) 

on transfer learning, multi-modal neural networks, and sophisticated data engineering approaches indicates a shift 

towards the development of fraud detection systems that are more robust and easier to understand. 

Overall, the literature spanning from 2013 to 2023 demonstrates a shift from basic machine learning applications to 

advanced AI-driven methods in the area of detecting fraudulent activities on social networks. The evolution 

encompasses progress in algorithmic complexity, feature engineering, and model interpretability, with the goal of 

tackling the ongoing difficulties presented by dynamic social networks and changing fraudulent behaviours. Future 

research will likely prioritise improving the scalability, resilience, and ethical aspects of these technologies to ensure 

trust and security in online contexts. 
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