INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PROGRESSIVE e-ISSN :
RESEARCH IN ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT 2583-1062

[JPREMS
AND SCIENCE (IJPREMS) Impact
Www_ijpremslcom (Int Peer Reviewed Journal) Factor :
editor@ijprems.com Vol. 05, Issue 03, March 2025, pp : 1597-1603 7.001

ROLE OF MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS IN REALIZING SDGS: A
STUDY IN DHARMAPURI DISTRICT

Stany Pancras?, Dr. R. Venkata Ravi?, C. Seerangan?

Ph.D. Research Scholar Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension, Gandhigram Rural Institute (Deemed to be
University), Gandhigram. Tamilnadu, India.

2professor and Head, Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension, Gandhigram Rural Institute (Deemed to be
University), Gandhigram. Tamilnadu, India.

3Ph.D. Research Scholar ICSSR - Doctoral Fellowship Holder, Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension,
Gandhigram Rural Institute (Deemed to be University), Gandhigram. Tamilnadu, India.

Email Id: stanypancras@gmail.com, Email Id: rvravie3@gmail.com, Email Id: seerangansri@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Missionary organizations, particularly Christian faith-based groups, have historically played a crucial role in social
development through education, healthcare, and poverty alleviation. In Dharmapuri district, Tamil Nadu, these
organizations contribute significantly to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by implementing grassroots
initiatives focused on quality education, health and well-being, and poverty reduction. This study explores the strategies,
networks, and impact of missionary organizations in realizing SDGs within the district. It analyzes their contributions
through various projects, highlighting their strengths and identifying areas for expansion, such as clean water, renewable
energy, and sustainable livelihoods. While their efforts have transformed rural communities, challenges such as limited
diversification, dependency on external funding, and lack of collaboration with other stakeholders persist. The study
emphasizes the need for strategic partnerships and innovative approaches to enhance the effectiveness of missionary
organizations in sustainable development.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Missionary organizations, particularly Christian faith-based groups, have long been at the forefront of social service and
community development across the world. Their work, originally driven by religious evangelism, gradually expanded
to include charitable and developmental activities, such as establishing schools, hospitals, and skill training centers. In
India, missionary organizations have made a significant impact on marginalized and rural communities by providing
essential services and promoting social reform.

Dharmapuri district in Tamil Nadu is one of the least developed regions in the state, characterized by low human
development indices (HDI) and economic challenges. According to a 2014 report submitted to the State Planning
Commission of Tamil Nadu, the district lags in key socio-economic indicators, including health, education, and
sanitation. In this context, Christian missionary organizations (CMQOs) play a vital role in bridging the development gap
by implementing grassroots initiatives aimed at improving the living standards of rural populations.

This study examines the role of missionary organizations in realizing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs) in
Dharmapuri district. The SDGs, adopted by the United Nations in 2015, provide a global framework for addressing
poverty, promoting health and well-being, ensuring quality education, and fostering environmental sustainability.
Missionary organizations in Dharmapuri contribute directly to several SDGs through their healthcare services,
educational institutions, and skill development programs.

However, while CMOs have made significant contributions, their efforts remain largely concentrated in specific areas
such as education and healthcare. There is considerable scope for expanding their activities to include other SDGs, such
as clean water and sanitation, climate action, and sustainable economic growth. This study aims to assess the
effectiveness of CMO interventions, identify challenges, and explore opportunities for enhancing their impact on
sustainable development in Dharmapuri district.

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To examine the role of Christian missionary organizations in Dharmapuri district in realizing SDGs.
2. To assess the impact of their development activities on rural communities.

3. To identify opportunities for diversification and expansion into other SDGs.
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3. METHODOLOGY

This study uses a qualitative approach, analyzing secondary data from case studies, websites, brochures, and annual
reports of Christian missionary organizations (CMOs) in Dharmapuri district. It evaluates the alignment of CMO
projects with SDGs and uses graphical representations to illustrate their impact. The study also identifies challenges and
explores opportunities for expansion into other SDGs.

4. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

e World Bank (2001) in its report "Voices of the Poor" emphasized that religious institutions play a transformative
role in addressing poverty and social inequalities. The report highlights how faith-based organizations, including
missionary groups, provide essential services such as healthcare, education, and poverty alleviation, contributing
directly to sustainable development.

e Asia Foundation and USAID (2010) conducted a conference on the role of religious leaders in Asian development,
bringing together 70 community leaders from 14 countries. The study found that faith-based organizations play a
critical role in grassroots development by promoting social welfare and advocating for marginalized groups, thereby
contributing to achieving the SDGs.

e Constanzio Beschi (1680-1747), a Jesuit missionary, made significant contributions to educational and linguistic
reforms in India. His work in Tamil language development, including making it more suitable for printing, promoted
literacy and knowledge dissemination, which indirectly supported educational and social development goals.

e Ebaugh et al. (2006) in their study on Faith-Based Organizations and Social Services highlighted that Christian
missionary organizations (CMOs) play a key role in rural development by providing education, healthcare, and
vocational training. The authors emphasized that CMOs are essential stakeholders in achieving SDGs related to
quality education and good health.

e  Clarke and Jennings (2008) in their book Development, Civil Society, and Faith-Based Organizations argued that
missionary organizations have the potential to address broader development challenges. However, they noted that
CMOs often remain confined to traditional areas, such as healthcare and education, and recommended
diversification into environmental sustainability and economic empowerment projects.

5. CMOS AND DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

5.1 Introduction

Christian Missionary Organizations (CMOSs) have played a significant role in India's socio-economic development for
centuries. Initially focused on evangelism, their mission gradually expanded to include educational, healthcare, and
social reform initiatives. Over time, CMOs became key stakeholders in rural development, addressing issues such as
poverty, illiteracy, and lack of healthcare access. Their contributions have been particularly impactful in marginalized
and tribal communities, where government services are often limited. This chapter explores the historical background,
contributions, and current role of CMOs in promoting sustainable development in India.

5.2 Historical Background of CMOs in India

Frykenberg (2008) in his book Christianity in India: From Beginnings to the Present traces the presence of Christian
missionary activities in India to the 16th century, starting with the Portuguese Jesuits in Goa. Their early contributions
included establishing schools, hospitals, and charity homes. The British colonial period witnessed the expansion of
Protestant and Catholic missionary activities, which played a key role in introducing Western-style education and
healthcare systems.

Constanzio Beschi (1680-1747), a Jesuit missionary, made notable contributions to educational and linguistic reforms.
He standardized the Tamil script for printing, promoting literacy and knowledge dissemination. His efforts significantly
influenced the spread of education in South India, particularly benefiting marginalized communities.

Bauman and Young (2016) in their book Missionary Institutions and Social Change in India highlight how CMOs
influenced major social reforms. They were instrumental in advocating for the abolition of harmful practices such as
sati (widow immolation), female infanticide, and the practice of untouchability. Their work laid the foundation for
several social welfare initiatives in the country.

5.3 CMOs and Social Development

Christian missionary organizations have made substantial contributions to social development in India by establishing
schools, colleges, and hospitals, especially in rural and tribal regions. Robinson and Kujur (2010) in their work Margins
of Faith: Dalit and Tribal Christianity in India emphasize the role of CMOs in empowering Dalit and tribal communities.
Their interventions in education, skill development, and healthcare have significantly improved the quality of life in
underserved areas.
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Chandra (2015) in her study Faith-Based Organizations and Development in India highlights how CMQOs promote
sustainable development goals (SDGs) by providing essential services. She argues that missionary schools have
increased literacy rates and improved educational outcomes, while their healthcare services have reduced mortality rates
in rural areas.

5.4 Impact of CMOs on Rural and Tribal Development

CMOs continue to play a crucial role in rural development by addressing healthcare gaps, promoting education, and

enhancing livelihood opportunities. Their interventions include:

e Education: Establishing schools and colleges, particularly in remote regions, significantly improving literacy and
access to quality education.

e Healthcare: Running hospitals, dispensaries, and mobile clinics, providing affordable healthcare services to
marginalized populations.

e Livelihood Programs: Offering vocational training and skill development initiatives to improve employment
opportunities and reduce rural poverty.

Bauman and Young (2016) observe that while CMOs have made notable contributions to education and healthcare, they
have yet to fully engage with contemporary issues like climate action, clean energy, and sustainable livelihoods, which
are critical for achieving broader SDGs.

5.5 Challenges and Opportunities for CMOs in Development

While CMOs have contributed significantly to India’s development, they face several challenges:

e Limited Diversification: CMOs primarily focus on education and healthcare but have not significantly expanded
into emerging SDG areas such as climate action, clean water, and renewable energy.

e Resource Constraints: CMOs often rely on external funding, making them vulnerable to financial instability.

o Lack of Collaboration: Despite their grassroots presence, CMOs often work in isolation, limiting their overall
impact.

Opportunities:

e Diversification into Emerging SDGs: CMOs can enhance their impact by initiating projects focused on
environmental sustainability, renewable energy, and waste management.

e Partnerships with NGOs and Government: Collaborating with other stakeholders can improve resource-sharing,
scalability, and effectiveness of their initiatives.

e Technology Integration: Leveraging technology for remote education and telemedicine services can increase their
outreach and effectiveness in rural areas.

CMO Activities in Dharmapuri Linked to SDGs
Table 1: Development Activities by Christian Missionary Organizations (CMOs) in Dharmapuri District Aligned with

SDGs
SI. No. Activity Number of Projects Linked SDG(s)
1 Dispensaries 8 SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
2 Hospitals 5 SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
3 Boardings 3 SDG 2: Zero Hunger
4 Orphanages 8 SDG 2: Zero Hunger, SDG 4: Quality Education
5 Skill Training Centers 4 SDG 1: No Poverty, SDG 2: Zero Hunger
6 Education (Schools/Colleges) 46 SDG 4: Quality Education
Table 2: Opportunities for CMOs to Expand into Additional SDGs in Dharmapuri District
SI. No. SDG Potential Projects for Expansion Expected Impact
1 SDG 6: Clean Water and - Installation of water purification Improved access to safe
Sanitation plants drinking water
- Construction of toilets in rural Better sanitation and hygiene
areas
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2 SDG 7: Affordable and - Solar panel installations in schools Renewable energy adoption
Clean Energy and orphanages
- Promotion of biogas for cooking Reduced dependency on
firewood
3 SDG 8: Decent Work and - Vocational training in modern Enhanced employability and
Economic Growth skills (e.g., IT, tailoring) income
- Micro-enterprise development Increased entrepreneurial
programs opportunities
4 SDG 11: Sustainable Cities - Waste management and recycling Cleaner environment and
and Communities programs sustainable practices
- Housing improvement projects for Improved living standards
marginalized groups
5 SDG 13: Climate Action - Tree planting and afforestation Reduced soil erosion and
programs increased greenery
- Awareness campaigns on climate Improved community
resilience preparedness
6 SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and - Legal aid and rights awareness Increased legal literacy and
Strong Institutions workshops social justice
- Community mediation programs Reduced conflict and enhanced
harmony
7 SDG 17: Partnerships for the - Collaborations with NGOs and Greater resource mobilization
Goals government bodies and impact
- Joint advocacy for policy changes Improved influence on local
policies
Table 3: Challenges Faced by CMOs in Realizing SDGs in Dharmapuri District
Sl Challenges Description Impact on SDG
No. Implementation
1 Limited Financial Resources | Dependency on external donations and | Restricts project scale and
grants sustainability
2 Lack of Technological Minimal use of digital tools and Reduces efficiency and
Integration innovations outreach capacity
3 Insufficient Collaboration Working in isolation with faith-based Limits resource sharing
with NGOs and Government networks and collective impact
4 Lack of Diversified Projects Repeated focus on traditional areas Missed opportunities in
(health, education) other SDG areas
5 Limited Awareness of SDGs | Lack of knowledge about broader SDG Inconsistent alignment
framework with global goals
6 Human Resource Constraints Shortage of trained personnel for Slows down project
complex projects execution
7 Community Resistance to Traditional beliefs and practices Reduced effectiveness of
Change hindering adoption innovative programs
8 Inadequate Monitoring and Limited mechanisms for tracking Difficulty in measuring
Evaluation project outcomes and scaling impact
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Table 4: Challenges Faced by Christian Missionary Organizations (CMOSs) in Dharmapuri District
SI. No. Challenges Description
1 Limited CMOs primarily focus on education and healthcare, with minimal involvement in
Diversification emerging SDG areas such as clean water, renewable energy, and climate action.
2 Resource CMOs rely heavily on external funding, making them vulnerable to financial
Constraints instability and limiting their capacity for large-scale projects.
3 Lack of CMOs often work in isolation, reducing their impact. Limited partnerships with
Collaboration NGOs, government agencies, and private organizations hinder scalability.
4 Outdated Many CMOs implement repetitive skill development programs, lacking innovation
Livelihood and diversification into new livelihood sectors.
Programs
5 Limited CMOs underutilize technology for education, healthcare, and communication,
Technological reducing their outreach and effectiveness.
Integration

Opportunities for Expansion of Christian Missionary Organizations (CMOSs) in Dharmapuri District

Christian missionary organizations (CMOs) in Dharmapuri district have several opportunities for expansion to enhance
their impact on sustainable development. Diversifying their initiatives to include emerging SDGs such as Clean Water
and Sanitation (SDG 6), Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7), and Climate Action (SDG 13) can significantly
strengthen their contribution to rural development. Forming partnerships with NGOs, government agencies, and private
organizations will enable CMOs to share resources, improve scalability, and increase the effectiveness of their projects.
Additionally, integrating technology into their services—such as e-learning platforms for education and telemedicine
for healthcare—can expand their outreach and improve service delivery. Introducing sustainable livelihood programs,
such as horticulture, renewable energy ventures, and eco-tourism, can create new income opportunities for rural
communities. Finally, capacity building and advocacy initiatives can empower CMOs to influence policy changes and
promote long-term sustainable development in Dharmapuri.

6. FINDINGS

The study reveals that Christian missionary organizations (CMQOs) in Dharmapuri district play a significant role in
promoting Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs), particularly in the areas of healthcare, education, and poverty
alleviation. The key findings are:

1. Strong Focus on Education and Healthcare: CMOs have implemented 46 educational projects and 13 healthcare
initiatives, addressing SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education). These services have
significantly improved access to quality education and basic healthcare in rural areas.

2. Limited Diversification into Other SDGs: While CMOs have made notable contributions to education and health,
their involvement in SDGs such as clean water, renewable energy, and climate action is minimal. This indicates a
need for diversification to address broader sustainability challenges.
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3. Positive Impact on Rural Communities: The study finds that CMOs have positively influenced rural
transformation by reducing poverty through skill training centers and providing nutritional support through
orphanages and boardings, contributing to SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger).

4. Challenges in Scaling and Collaboration: CMOs largely operate in isolation, limiting their reach and impact.
Their lack of partnerships with NGOs, government bodies, and private organizations restricts their ability to scale
up projects.

5. Potential for Expansion: The study identifies opportunities for CMOs to diversify into underrepresented SDGs,
such as clean water and sanitation (SDG 6), climate action (SDG 13), and decent work and economic growth (SDG
8).

7. DISCUSSION

e The findings indicate that CMOs have made significant contributions to education and healthcare, which are vital
for rural development. However, their impact could be significantly enhanced by diversifying their projects.
Expanding into clean water, renewable energy, and sustainable livelihoods would address unmet community needs
and align their efforts with a broader range of SDGs.

e The lack of collaboration with external stakeholders is a limiting factor. Partnering with government agencies,
NGOs, and private organizations would improve resource sharing, increase project scalability, and enhance the
effectiveness of their initiatives. Additionally, integrating technology-driven solutions, such as telemedicine and e-
learning, would boost their outreach and efficiency.

o Finally, the study highlights the need for innovative livelihood programs. By introducing projects like horticulture,
eco-tourism, and renewable energy-based income initiatives, CMOs can promote sustainable economic growth and
create long-term employment opportunities in Dharmapuri district.

8. CONCLUSION

The study highlights the significant role of Christian missionary organizations (CMOs) in promoting Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in Dharmapuri district. Their impactful contributions in education, healthcare, and poverty
alleviation have brought positive changes to rural communities. Through 46 educational projects and 13 healthcare
initiatives, CMOs have effectively addressed SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being), SDG 4 (Quality Education), and
SDG 1 (No Poverty).

However, the study reveals that CMOs have limited diversification into underrepresented SDGs such as clean water and
sanitation, climate action, and economic growth. To maximize their impact, CMOs need to expand their initiatives into
these areas. Forming partnerships with NGOs, government agencies, and private organizations will enhance scalability
and resource-sharing, making their interventions more effective.

Additionally, integrating technology-driven solutions (such as telemedicine and e-learning) and introducing innovative
livelihood programs (like horticulture and eco-tourism) can create sustainable income opportunities and promote long-
term rural development. By adopting a diversified and collaborative approach, CMOs can play a more comprehensive
role in achieving SDGs and fostering sustainable well-being in Dharmapuri district.
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